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 Question/Answers 

 

Q1. What is the prediction made by the UN World Water Development Report, 2003? 

Ans. By 2025, it is predicted that large parts of India will join countries or regions having absolute water 

scarcity. 

 

Q2. Explain how water becomes a renewable resource. 

Ans. Water is a renewable resource as it is renewed by water cycle itself, where three processes takes place as 

evaporation, condensation and precipitation. This process of water cycle is never ending and hence, water is a 

renewable resource. 

 

Q3. What is water scarcity and what are the factors of water scarcity? Explain. 

Ans. Water scarcity or water stress occurs when water available is not enough to fulfill the demand for water. 

        Factors of water scarcity are:- 

1) Greater demand but unequal access – Water scarcity is an outcome of large and growing population. 

This leads to more demand of water then the available supply. 

2) Over exploitation to expand irrigated areas- Large population requires more water for domestic use as 

well as for food production. Water resources are over exploited to expand irrigated areas. 

3) Increasing urbanization and industrialisation- Increasing number of industries also contributes to 

water scarcity. Industries are heavy users of water and also hydroelectric power is used for running them. 

4) Pollution of water resources- Even if there is enough water to meet the needs of people much of it is 

polluted by domestic and industrial wastes, chemicals, pesticides and fertilizers. 

 

Q4. What are multipurpose river projects? 

Ans. (1) Dams were traditionally built to impound rivers and rainwater that could be used for irrigation later. 

  (2) Today, dams are not built just for irrigation but for flood control, fish breeding, domestic and industrial 

uses, recreation and inland navigation. 

  (3) Hence, dams are now called multipurpose river projects where the many uses of the impounded water are 

integrated with one another. 

 



 

Q5. Why did Jawaharlal Nehru expressed dams as the “Temples of Modern India”? 

Ans. Jawaharlal Nehru proudly proclaimed the dams as the “Temples of Modern India” because it would 

integrate development of agriculture and the village economy with rapid industrialisation and growth of the 

urban economy. 

 

Q6. What are the demerits of multipurpose river projects? 

                                           OR 

        Why are large dams opposed? 

Ans. (1) Regulating and damming of rivers affect their natural flow causing poor sedimentation. 

   (2) Excessive sedimentation at the bottom of the reservoir, result in rockier stream beds and poorer habitats 

for the rivers aquatic life. 

   (3) Dams are fragment rivers making it difficult for aquatic fauna to migrate, especially for laying eggs. 

   (4)  The reservoirs that are created on the floodplains also submerge the existing vegetation and soil leading to 

its decomposition over a period of time. 

 

Q7. How has irrigation affected people of India? 

Ans. (1) Irrigation has also changed the cropping pattern of many regions with farmers shifting to water 

intensive and commercial crops.  

  (2) This has great ecological consequences like salinisation of the soil. 

  (3) At the same time, it has transformed the social landscape i.e. increasing the social gap between the richer 

land owners and the landless poors.  

  (4) Dams create conflicts between people wanting different uses and benefits from same water resource. 

  (5) Interstate water disputes are also becoming common with regard to sharing the costs and benefits of the 

multipurpose projects. 

 

Q8. Discuss how rainwater harvesting in semi aid regions of Rajasthan is carried out. 

Ans. Houses in the semi-aired regions of Rajasthan have traditionally constructed tanks for storing drinking 

water. They are big and are a part of the well developed rooftop rainwater harvesting system. The tanks are 

constructed inside the main house or the courtyard, and are connected to the sloping roofs of the house through 

a pipe. The  rain falling on the roof top travels down and is stored in the tanks. The first spell of rain is not 

collected as this water cleans the roof and the pipes. The rainwater from the subsequent spells is collected. This 

water is used till the next rainy season, and is a reliable source of water even after other sources have dried up. 

The tanks also helps in cooling the houses as rooms built around them have generally low temperatures due to 

conduction. 

 

 

 



Q9. Describe how modern adaptations of traditional rainwater harvesting methods are being carried out 

to conserve and store water. 

Ans. Traditional methods of rainwater harvesting like 'the rooftop method' are becoming popular in India. In 

Gendathur village, Mysore, about 200 households have adopted the rooftop rainwater harvesting method there 

by making the village rich in rainwater. The state of Tamil Nadu has made it compulsory for all the houses to 

have rooftop rainwater harvesting structures. Defaulters are severely punished. 


	Question/Answers

